THE CREATOR OF WORKS OF ART 


What does John Adams believe that causes him to write 
"T must study politics and war so that my sons may 

have liberty--liberty to study mathematics and phil- 
osophy, geography, natural history, naval architecture, 
navigation, commerce and agriculture; in order to give 
their children a right to study painting, poetry, music, 
architecture..." [John Adams Letters of John Adams to 
His Wife, edited by his grandson, Charles Francis Adams, 
Letter #178 (Boston: Charles G. Little and James Brown, 
Teal VoL. ©, De os)ie Why does John Adams use the 
word "Must"? Is he in effect saying that his study 

of politics and war is a study that he has undertaken 
because he has if you will been charged to do so by 
the conditions of the world in which he finds himself? 
Is he saying given the world in which I find myself 

it is impossible for me to study mathematics and phil- 
osophy, geography, natural history, painting, poetry 
and so on? What is John Adams saying about the creative/ 
productive energy that is available so to speak during 
any given generation in the history of the world? Is 
he saying that the creative/productive energy of the 
world must during given periods be directed to the 
study of politics and war so that during the follow- 
ing generation those who are capable of creative/pro- 
ductive work will have the option of choosing to study 
mathematics and philosophy and so on? Must then those 
who are capable of creative/productive work in gener- 
ation number two study mathematics, philosophy, geog- 
raphy, natural history, naval architecture, navi- 
gation, commerce and agriculture so that during the 
generation following (generation number three) those 
who are capable of creative/productive work will have 
the right to study painting, poetry, music, architec- 
ture? Is he saying, in other words, that only if those 
of generation number two utilize their creative/pro- 
ductive energies in a particular manner that those 

of generation number three will have the right to 
utilize their creative/productive energies in a par- 
ticular manner? What about generation number four? 

Is it a question of a cyclical pattern? Must those 

of generation number four--not unlike their great- 
grandfathers--again study politics and war? What-- 

by extension--is John Adams saying about those who 
during generation number one are capable of study- 
ing politics and war who choose not to study politics 
and war? Is he saying that those who were capable of 
creative/productive work during his generation who 
chose not to do what the world if you will charged 





